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Violence in Islam
Introduction
Violence in Islam must be looked at from a historical point of view. Islamic religion, just as other religions like Christianity, has some violence whose origin can only be understood if the religion itself is studied in an effort to understand the doctrine behind. The context of Islam origin was based on violence. Koran was born during the 7th century, a period when there was war in Arabian Peninsula. Prophet Muhammad with the early faithful members had to fight for the limited resources in the desert conditions. Therefore, such a harsh environment and the need to fight for a share of the limited resources influenced how Koran was written (Patai, & DeAtkine, 2010). This paper, therefore, seeks to explore the assertion of violence in Islam with an aim to bring out a clear understanding of the same.
Source of Violence in Islam.
The historical origin of Islam is key in understanding the basis for violence in this religion. Koran has a number of scriptures which appear violent unless well interpreted. Just like any other religion, interpretation varies depending on the level of education and social backgrounds. For instance, there are verses in Koran which basically encourages violence against any other person who does not profess Islamic faith. A line in 2nd chapter puts it better. Kill wherever you find them” (GhaneaBassiri, 2010). This encourages some of the Islamic faithful to participate in violent activities with a view that they are fulfilling the Koran teachings. Furthermore, some believe that such a move is pleasing to their divine power and has benefits for anyone ready and willing to actively engage in it. Furthermore, some verses allow anyone who wages war against Allah to face a violent punishment ranging from execution and crucifixion (GhaneaBassiri, 2010).
Misinterpretation of verses in the Koran has led to the emergence of terror groups such as Al Qaeda. The group uses such scriptural basis in conducting their terrorist activities as well as influence the members in joining such outlawed groups. Even though many contemporary Muslims are peaceful, such violent groups have always tainted the image of this religion as being violent. This violent groups in countries like Somalia get involved in crimes and since most of them are oriented into Islam, then a picture created is that of a religion whose aim is to kill, maim and persecute other religions with an aim to take over (Nielsen, 2013).
Radicalization is now common with youths being encouraged to join into such violent groups with a perception that they are fighting for Islam. Furthermore, a grounding is done to children in madrasa making some of them radical at a tender age (Nielsen, 2013). There are scenarios where some Muslim faithful are ready to die in defense of religion. We have heard situations where some have released themselves to participate in suicide bombing missions due to radicalization. For instance, the attack on Paris and Copenhagen made the Whitehouse to explore on methods of dealing with violent extremism through radicle Islams. This radicalization is facilitated through the availability of resources from countries like Saudi Arabia which can fund such groups leading to spread of violence through organized crimes (Nielsen, 2013).
Women rights are not upheld in Islam. Women are required to obey and submit to men who are viewed as superior. This is even supported by the doctrine which allows some beating for women. That is why violence on women is common in Islam in comparison to religions such as Christianity (Halim, & Meyers, 2010). Even Islamic Imams have been seen to condone violent acts mated against women on the ground of religion. This has led to domestic violence in some parts of Islamic nations with men believing that women have no say in the society. Furthermore, most of them are polygamous making women to suffer under the oppression of men. Therefore, the rise of domestic violence within Islam is clear evidence of available violence tendencies in Islamic religion (Halim, & Meyers, 2010).
Violence Prevention in Islam
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is a need to correctly defined Islamic doctrines, especially the Koran, to reduce violence associated with it. Interpretation and even editing of regulations on violence within and outside the family, corporal and capital punishment must be well stipulated to avoid differences in understanding which encourages violence. Once there is a well-defined meaning of various contradicting verses then the issue of violence will be a thing of the past especially in this century. The origin of any religion must be analyzed and the basis for its beginning also considered if violence is to be averted (Dhattiwala, & Biggs, 2012). Remember any religion can be blinding and misleading due to the involvement of the divine being. This calls for Muslim Imams and the rest of leadership to again get back onto the drawing board and ensure proper understanding of various portions of Koran is brought out to avoid the myth that this is a religion of blood (Dhattiwala, & Biggs, 2012).
Conclusion
In conclusion, violence in Islam is an issue that has a global concern. Even though not every Muslim is violent and criminal in nature, there has been evidence of violence ranging from domestic to global due to doctrinal issues that are engraved in the Koran as a holy book. This has led to the emergence of issues such as radicalization and violence on women which should no longer be a topic for discussion in this age and time. To solve this, there must be a cooperation between the religious leaders in Muslim in order to make clear pressing issues in this doctrine now that the origin of this religion was also based on violence.
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